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a.  (C)  N1SSICK:  Ko  change. 

b.  (C)  0ECAB1 ZA TICES :  TWs ro  baa  been  a  change  In  the  Wat ti  1 1  on 
organisation  since  the  last  reporting  period.  The  battalion  has  been 
designated  "Teak  Tore®  Phenecm**  for  operational  purposes.  The  162nd  Avn  Co 
(Aslt  Hal),  191st  Avn  Co  (Aslt  Hal)  and  the  2nd  Platoon  22l«t  Avn  Co  (RAC) 
were  placed  under  operational  control  of  Task  Force  Phan t os  on  1  January  1970. 
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OPERATIONAL  SUPPORT 

AND  EVENTS: 

(1) 

VC  Incidents  in 

the 

Can  Tho  Army  Airfield, 

Sinh  Thuy  Air  Base 

Can  Tho  City  complex  remained 

at  a  low  level.  During  the  month  of  November 

two  VC  initiated  Incidents  occurred  in  Can  Tho  City.  On  6  November  1969, 
at  2005  hours,  the  VC  fired  six  (6)  rounds  of  75RR  at  Can  Tho  City.  The 
results  were  five  (5)  civilians  and  one  (1)  ARVN  wounded.  All  the  rounds 
Impacted  at  or  near  WS  855082.  At  0200  hours  on  23  November  1969  the  VC 
placed  a  hand  grenade  in  the  gas  tank  of  an  ARVN  jeep  parked  in  Can  Tho  City. 
The  jeep  was  destroyed  and  one  (l)  ARVN  Lieutenant  was  wounded. 

Agent  reports  reflected  an  expected  rise  in  enemy  terrorist  activity  in 
the  Delta  in  the  reporting  period}  however,  the  increase  did  not  materialize 
and  the  overall  number  of  terrorist  incidents  was  slightly  lower  than  the 
previous  period.  The  high  point  of  activity  occurred^on  6-7  November  1969v. 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  307th  Avlat Ion  Bat t a  I  Ion 

(Combat)  for  Period  Ending  31  January  1970  RCS  CSFOk-65  (H/)  O'; 

when  73  enemy  Initiated  incidents  were  reported.  Infiltration  of  VC./NV A 
troops  continued  to  take  place  throughout  the  Delta.  Five  of  the  eight  Vf. 
main  and  local  force  battalions  that  normally  operate  in  Phong  Dinh  Province 
moved  from  the  province  to  other  areas  of  the  Delta.  Agent,  PW  and  llol 
Chanh  reports  indicated  that  the  units  were-located  in  the  U  Mlnh  Forest  for 
resupply  and  to  receive  filler  personnel,  most  of  whom  are  NVA. 

A  sharp  rise  was  noted  in  the  number  of  battalion  aircraft  receiving  hits 
from  enemy  ground  fire.  The  average  number  of  hits  per  month  during  the 
last  reporting  period  was  IS,  as  compared  to  22  for  this  period.  In  the  montl 
of  January  1970,  31  battalion  aircraft  were  hit.  PH  and  Hoi  Chanh  reports 
have  indicated  a  change  in  the  tactics  being  employed  by  the  VC  against 
aircraft.  Most  PW's  and  Hoi  Chanhs  stated  they  were  told  to  fire  at  aircraft 
flying  low  and  slow  or  if  the  aircraft  were  attacking  them  directly.  It  is 
suspected  that  the  change  of  tactics  by  the  VC/NVA  is  attributed  to  the  fact 
that  experienced  NVA  personnel  are  now  being  used  in  local  and  main  force 
VC  battalion. 

(2)  Airfield  Security: 

During  the  reporting  period  several  changes  were  made  concerning 
the  airfield  defense  and  security.  On  17  January  1970,  the  4.2  inch  mortar, 
located  on  the  airfield  and  manned  by  5th  Special  Forces  personnel,  was 
fired  for  registration  into  the  free  fire  zones  southwest  of  the  airfield. 

Both  illumination  and  high  explosive  concentrations  were  plotted  on  the  most 
likely  avenues  of  approach  into  the  airfield  perimeter.  M-l;6's  and  M-79's 
were  fired  regularly  at  night  from  the  perimeter  bunkers  into  the  free  fire 
zones  surrounding  the  airfield.  The  times  of  the  firing  were  varied  nightly 
to  avaoid  establishing  set  patterns.  All  perimeter  firings  were  controlled 
by  an  officer  from  the  battalion  S3  section  as  a  safety  measure. 

The  battalion's  0V-1  Mohawks  were  utilized  to  provide  late  afternoon  photo 
coverage  of  the  area  surrounding  the  airfield  to  locate  possible  enemy 
staging  areas  and  fortifications.  This  proved  quite  successful  and  resulted 
in  the  capture  of  a  weapons  cache.  A  battalion  OH-6  was  employed  to  make  a 
last  light  reconnaissance  around  the  outer  wire  of  the  airfield  perimeter 
to  locate  breaks  in  the  wire  and  prepared  enemy  firing  positions.  This  also 
proved  quite  effective  in  locating  weak  points  In  the  perimeter. 

A  significant  Incident  occurred  on  13  November  1969,  at  0220  hours,  when  one 
of  the  perimeter  guards  spotted  several  people  moving  in  the  free  fire  zone 
in  front  of  their  position.  The  airborne  light/flare  ship,  a  UH-1H,  in¬ 
vestigated  the  sighting  and  located  6  to  8  personnel  dressed  in  blue  shirts 
and  black  pants.  The  personnel  took  evasive  action  and  fired  upon  the  flare 
ship.  The  fire  was  returned  by  the  flare  ship  and  an  AH-1G  utilized  for 
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airfield  defense.  Results  were  four  (4)  KBA  credited  to  the  flare  ship  and 
two  (2)  KBA  credited  to  the  AH- 1C  Cobra. 


On  14  January  1970,  five  personnel,  three  of  which  were  armed,  were  observed 
by  the  flare  ship  moving  through  the  free  fire  zone.  The  aircraft  engaged 
the  personnel  and  was  credited  with  two  (2)  KBA.  The  remaining  personnel 
escaped  before  a  Regional  Force  unit  could  be  deployed  into  the  area.  The 
following  night  personnel  were  again  observed  entering  the  free  fire  zone. 

The  flareship  fired  upon  the  individuals  who  took  evasive  action  in  the  tree- 
line.  A  reaction  force  of  forty  men  from  the  4th  Mobile  Strike  Force  was 
airlifted  into  the  area  where  the  enemy  personnel  has  been  observed.  The 
reaction  force  swept  the  area  with  negative  results.  This  was  the  first 
time  a  reaction  force  had  been  inserted  at  night  in  the  free  fire  zone. 

The  Mobile  Strike  Force  reaction  force  was  available  on  a  temporary  basis 
from  15  January  1970  until  the  end  of  the  reporting  period. 

(3)  Phantom  III  (Day): 


The  battalion's  offensive  operation.  Phantom  111,  continued  to 
obtain  significant  results  in  the  number  of  enemy  killed  and  structures 
destroyed.  A  slight  increase  in  KBA,  WBA  and  secondary  explosions  was  noted 
over  the  previous  period.  Phantom  III  results  for  the  period  1  November  1969 
through  31  January  1970  are  as  follows: 
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(4)  Night  Phantom  South: 

Due  to  the  success  of  the  Night  Phantom  III  in  the  Tram,  4  similar 
operation,  Night  Phantom  South  was  initiated  in  the  U  Minh  and  Nam  Can 
Forest  areas  of  the  Delta.  VC/NVA  forces  have  used  the  U  Minh  and  Nam  Can 
Forests  as  base  areas  and  during  the  hours  of  darkness  have  been  free  to  move 
about  almost  at  will.  Night  Phantom  South  utilizes  one  0V-1C  aircraft,  one 
OH-  1H  C&C  ship  and  two  AH-IG  Cobra  gunships.  The  II  Minh  -  Nam  Can  Forests 
are  virtually  devoid  of  predominate  terrain  features  which  are  easily  iden¬ 
tifiable  at  night.  This  makes  it  extremely  difficult  to  accurately  locate 
and  identify  enemy  targets.  Consequently,  a  TPN/18  raJar  was  located  at  Ca 
Mau  to  rpovide  a  means  of  pin-pointing  suspected  targets. 
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Initial  enemy  sightings  are  obtained  by  having  the  TPN/18  radar  vector  OV- 
IC  (IR)  aircraft  back  and  forth  across  the  target  area  at  1500  leet  A<,1.. 
Read-outs  from  the  aircraft  sensors  are  t hen  tin*. a- 1  inked  to  the  radar  site 
and  this  information  correlated  with  the  position  of  the  aircraft  on  tin*  r.id.»r 
scope  to  obtain  an  accurate  target  fix.  Target  location  (azimuth  and  dis¬ 
tance  -from  the  radar  site)  Is  converted  to  grid  coordinates  and  passed  t  <> 
the  sector  TOC  for  clearance  to  fire.  Once  the  0V-1G  has  completed  Its 
sweep  of  the  area,  a  light  fire  team  of  AK-10's  and  a  command  and  control 
aircraft,  which  are  held  on  strip  alert  near  the  radar  site,  are  launched 
Into  the  area  of  operations.  The  C&C  is  vectored  lo  within  1/16  of  a  mile 
of  the  target  area  and  drops  flares  on  instructions  from  the  radar  controller. 
The  Cobras  are  then  vectored  into  the  target  area  and  make  their  final 
strike  adjustments  visually  from  the  light  of  the  flares.  The  Cobras  use 
flechette  rockets  for  maximum  area  coverage  and  psychological  effect  on  t he 
enemy.  When  no  targets  are  picked  up  by  the  0V-1C  aircraft,  the  package  of 
OH-1  and  AH-lG's  fire  upon  targets  rbtained  previously  from  OV-1  photo  re¬ 
connaissance  or  other  intelligence  sources.  An  0-1  aircraft  makes  a  first 
light  BDA  the  following  morning’ on  all  targets  hit.  After  three  months  of 
continuous  operation  in  the  U  Minh  and  Nam  Can  Forest,  results  indicate  that 
Night  Phantom  South  has  seriously  challenged  the  enemy's  use  of  the  U  Minh 
and  Nam  Can  Forest  as  base  camp  and  rest  areas  and  has  forced  him  to  move 
during  daylight  hours.  The  results  for  Night  Phantom  South  from  3  November 
1969  to  31  January  1970  are  as  follows: 
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(5)  Special  Coast  Guard  Mission: 

In  late  November  1969,  a  slightly  modified  concept  of  Nigh  Phantom 
South  was  tried  and  found  to  be  very  effective.  The  area  of  operation  was 
the  west  coast  of  the  Delta  where  it  borders  the  0  Minh  Forest.  As  with  the 
Phantom  South  mission,  targets  are  located  by  an  0V-1C  aircraft,  however, 
the  radar  control  is  provided  by  a  Coast  Guard  cutter  which  is  part  of  the 
Market  Time,  or  coastal  patrol  fleet. 

As  there  is  no  data- link  between  the  OV-1  and  the  ship,  the  pilot  of  the  air¬ 
craft  indicates  to  the  ship's  radar  when  he  has  obtained  an  IR  target  sighting. 
This  information  is  plotted  and  relayed  to  the  ship’s  fire  direction  center. 
Sightings  are  usually  taken  under  fire  within  three  to  five  minutes  of  the 
time  of  sighting.  ^ 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVBABN-PC  15  February  19?0 

SUBJECT!  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  30?th  Aviation  Battalion 

(Coabat)  for  Period  Biding  yi  January  19?0»  RCS,  CSFOR-65  (R2)  (U) 

«/ 

Numerous  seoondary  explosions  from  the  targets  hit  have  been  reported  by 
the  OV-1C.  The  advantages  of  this  mission  are  the  instant  response  of  the 
ship  In  placing  fire  on  the  target  and  tho  faot  that  tho  ship  can  novo  up 
and  down  the  coast  and  thus  provido  radar  covorago  into  those  aroas  which 
tho  ground  radar  site  at  Ca  Mau  cannot  roach.  The  mission  has  proven  highly 
satisfactory. 

(6)  INFANT i 

During  the  month  of  January  1970*  tho  30?th  Aim  Eh  (Cbt)  was  giver, 
the  mission  of  testing  a  new  night  surveillance  device  mounted  on  e  UH-1M 
helieepter.  The  system,  the  Iroquoi  Night  Fighter  and  Night  Traoker  or 
"INFANT",  oanbined  a  low  light,  level  TV  system  with  the  XM-21  armament 
eyst  ua.  The  INFANT  Team  arrivod  at  Can  Tho  on  31  Decombor  19&9,  with  ono 
aircraft ,  vhilo  two  additional  aircraft  arrivod  on  2  January  1970* 

The  first  operational  mission  was  flown  on  the  night  of  1  January  1970,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Night  Phantom  South  operation.  The  INFANT  aircraft 
was  the  fire  team  lead  and  operated  at  an  altitude  of  60C-800  feet  AGL  to 
pin-point  and  identify  enemy  targets  picked  up  earlier  by  an  0V-1C  aircraft. 
The  AH-lG’s  flew  above  and  behind  the  INFANT  aircraft  to  provido  cover 
for  tho  load  ship,  whilo  the  UH-1H  oporatod  at  2,500  foot  AGL.  Tho  primary 
mission  of  tho  UH-1H  was  crow  pick-up,  if  noedodj  however,  it  did  retain 
a  flaro  capability.  Targots  located  by  tho  INFANT  aircraft  wore  marked 
with  rockets  and  then  ongagod  by  tho  AH-lG's.  Following  each  strike  a  BDA 
was  mado  utilizing  tho  INFANT  systom.  This  technique  proved  to  be  very 
offcctlve  and  was  utllizod  on  later  missions. 

A  new  technique  was  tried  during  the  test  period  and  it  proved  highly  effect¬ 
ive,  Two  UB-lM's  equipped  with  the  INFANT  system,  one  AH-1G  Cobra  and  one 
UH-1H  were  utilized.  The  INFANT  aircraft  flew  as  a  light  fire  team  with  the 
lead  ship  operating  at  400-600  feet  AGL,  while  the  wing  aircraft  flew  at 
1,000  feet  AGL  behind  tho  othor  aircraft,  Tho  AH-1G  flow  at  1,500-2,000 
foot  AGL,  behind  both  INFANT  aircraft.  The  UH-1H  oporatod  at  2,500  foot. 

Tho  load  INFANT  aircraft  was  utilizod  to  pin-point  and  idontify  targets. 
Targets  wore  marked  for  tho  socond  aircraft  with  mini-gun  fire  using  sub¬ 
dued  tracer  fire  (traoor  ammunition  used  by  the  INFANT  aircraft  is  not 
visible)  to  the  nakod  eyo  and  con  only  be  soon  utilizing  tho  spooial  sur- 
voillance  equipment  onboard  the  INFANT  aircraft)  whilo  tho  wing  INFANT 
ship  ongagod  the  targots  with  rockets  thus  marking  thorn  for  tho  Cobra, 

On  the  night  of  6  January  1970,  a  strike  was  mado  utilizing  this  toohniquo 
and  30  VC  were  killed, 

Tho  INFANT  Toa a  workod  in  tho  Delta  from  1  January  1970,  to  10  January  1970. 
Known  results  of  these  strlkoe  are  as  follows; 
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A  BDA  of  all  strikes  was  not  possible  due  to  the  tactical  situation  and 
weather  conditions. 

Two  incidents  of  significant  Importance  occurred  during  the  test  period. 

On  the  night  of  2  January  1970,  an  INFANT  aircraft  crashed  and  burned  while 
engaging  an  enemy  target  In  the  U  Mlnh  Forest.  The  crash  was  fatal  to  all 
9  crew  members  and  the  aircraft,  along  with  the  INFANT  system,  was  completely 
destroyed.  On  8  January  1970,  at  Can  Tho  AAF,  two  2.75  inch  Folding  Fin 
Aerial  Rockets  were  accidently  fired  from  an  INFANT  aircraft  while  the  crew 
was  preparing  for  a  mission.  One  rocket  lodged  in  a  revetment  adjacent  to 
where  the  aircraft  was  parked,  while  the  second  rocket  passed  through  the 
revetment  and  landed  in  the  ASP  for  Can  Tho  Army  Airfield,  setting  off 
numerous  explosions.  The  ASP  was  partially  destroyed  and  one  man  killed. 
Improper  cockpit  procedure  was  the  suspected  cause  of  the  accident.  The 
INFANT  Team  departed  IV  Corps  on  11  January  1970. 

(7)  Safety  Statistics  l  November  1969  to  31  January  1970: 

A  total  of  16,085  hours  were  flown  by  the  battalion  during  the 
reporting  period.  The  unit's  accident  rate  decreased  during  the  period  from 
31.8  to  18.9  per  100,000  flying  hours. 
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(8)  The  147th  Avn  Co  (Aslt  Spt  Hel),  located  at  Vung  Tau,  continued 
to  support  operations  throughout  the  IV  CTZ.  The  147th  Avn  Co  flew  a  total 
of  4,808  hours  during  the  reporting  period  and  completed  36  aircraft  recov- 
erles.  The  unit  suffered  6  hits  by  enemy  fire  and  experienced  3  precau¬ 
tionary  landings.  The  147th  carried  9,405.7  tons  of  cargo  and  37,891  troops 
during  the  reporting  period.  The  unit  Is  currently  flying  toward  14,500 
accident  free  hours. 
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(9)  A’rin?  ths  raportin*  -yriod  th?  235th  ..vn  Jo  (Attack  Hoi).'.  ) 

furnished  the  IV  .orpa  tactical  ’Ion;  •.’it’:  e.r.  iod  hclicopt.r  su  :port.  Opcr- 
at  ional  statistics  (sorti.s  flotn,  L3A*  s)  indicated  a  sli  ''t  dacv  a  at  in 
one  .jy  activity  .Cro:i  th-  last  re*ortin;  -vrioct,  The  uo  -.any  vas  co.i  :itt-d 
for  wicvan  (11 )  to  fift  n  (l5)  aircraft  >r.  da*-  "or  .dssion  assign :  nts 
vhic*'  inc’ tided  Phinto.  1  III,  sup  ort  of  V  *  j? ,  VIP  :scort,  .  _d  Jvac  escort, 
escort  of  defoliation. niasions  (aupportin  both  ..ruy  17.  -l’o  and  ..ir  force 
C-123,a),  nilit  security  of:  Can  fho  .£1:?  .  ivfiold  and  IClvht  P!vcnto.r  missions, 
Ths  unit  achieved  an  av.ra75  airorr.ft  availability  of  for  th:  rr  xrtin^ 

period*  Tie  235**1  Avn  Jo  suffertd  the  loss  of  h  aircraft  and  5  or Mr.:vjb;.rs, 
Ourin-  Decrubvr  If  of  an  .’I-1G  a.nd  thr.®  cro’.r  r::b.:5  v.  re  lost  as  a  r.suVc 

of  en.juy  ground  fire.  On  1*3 -  January *  1770  an  A*~iG  crashed  in  Jon; 

Thion  Province  and  ras  rvacuate.1.  for  repairs,  while  on  2?  January  1370  an 
A.'5-IG  crashed  in  hr  Cuysn  Province  resulting  in  th.?  death  of  both  ere*.*- 
timbers,  Ouriev  t**c  >;riod  :235t*'  a3.rcra.Ct  rscaivrd  a  total  of  35  hits 
fron  :n*vr*  ground  fir.,  -:sult3  for  t*  .  r;  ort in _  v.riod  av;.a.r  or.  ths 
operational  statistics  c'-'.rt ,  shoim  ct  Inc?.  2, 

(10)  Th;  2Mth  Avn  Jo  (Jrrv  ..dr  .lan:)  flew  side  ?.oo*:in_  airbor.ns 
r*.dar  (jLA.'.)  and  infrared  (IP.)  :is*5ions  ni/t?.y  in  sup  ort  of  IV  ‘Jorps  JTZ, 

Tw  intc?.li*-ncc  inforiation  received  eras  diss.'iinated  by  tc?.  •  phone  and 
t'Xetype  to  vsin~  opnci.-s  and  infli  *  t.d  clir-ctly  fro.:  the  aircraft  to 
t%c  varioi’3  sectors  concerned,  Visual  a:’  .  hoto~raphic  .:ii  dons  e:-.re  f '. o;rn 
daily  on  a  “*rsp?.an n*.cl  r:connaissancv  an*,  i  r’iats  r  russt  basis.  In  addition 
to  t'-s  regularly  sch.  *vlcd  missions  ths  2*V  th  Avn  Co  acco.i  aiished.  the 
follotrin  special  nimionsi 
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S-2  Phu  Qucc  7 

Other  .:.'**ncies  7 

During  the  period  no  aircraft  or  personnel  ;:cre  ?.ost  to  ins.iy  action  and 
the  unit  had  no  air or a  It  accidents* 

(ll)  Tic  271st  Avn  Co  (.’.alt  ^pt  del)  continued  to  provid:  the  IV 
CTZ  :rith  tactical  nobility  in  support  of  ..£’/.*  troops,  Th;  majority  of  the 
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unit's  aircraft  v~v-  cav.it  tx!  to  tY  21st  A V/.  a*  vision  or?  rating  in  th- 
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<u) 

:*one. 

c. 

(*:) 

or^uV;io.'3 : 

(i) 

Rigging  of  Light  Seal  Support  Craft  (LSSC) 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  LSSC's  have  been  dropped  by  this  unit  due 
to  improper  rigging  procedures  and  the  use  of  improper  rigging  equipment. 


(b)  EVALUATION:  This  unit  tried  unsuccessfully,  on  two 
separate  occasions,  to  airlift  LSSC's  (10,000  lbs.  gross  weight)  rigged  by 
Navy  personnel  with  cotton  belly  bands  which  are  designed  for  lifting  the 
boats  out  of  the  water  in  dry-docks.  The  excessive  weight  of  the  boats 
and  wind  pressure  created  by  flight  caused  the  bands  to  break  and  on  both 
occasions,  an  LSSC  Was  1.-st. 


(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  That  the  following  rigging,  equipment 
and  procedures  be  used  when  moving  LSSC's.  Six  (6)  16  ft.  nylon  aerial  de¬ 
livery  cargo  slings,  (FSN  1670-823-5042),  two  (2)  10  inch  endless  slings 
(FSN  3940-675-5001)  and  four  (4)  size  5  clevis  assemblies  (FSN  1670-090- 
5354)  are  required.  Four  (4)  of  the  16  ft.  nylon  slings,  by  means  of  the 
clevis  assemblies,  should  be  attached  to  the  four  shackle  points  on  the  LSSC. 
The  two  nylon  slings  attached  to  the  bow  of  the  boat  are  then  attached  to 
one  of  the  endless  slings,  and  the  two  16  ft.  nylon  slings,  attached  to  the 
aft  section  of  the  boat,  should  be  attached  to  the  other  endless  sling. 

The  remaining  two  16  ft.  nylon  slings  are  then  rigged  as  safety  belts  under¬ 
neath  the  LSSC.  This  rigging  technique  has  proven  satisfactory  and  should 
be  disseminated  to  other  assault  support  helicopter  companies. 


(d)  COMMAND  ACTION:  Qualified  riggers  from  the  attached 
Pathfinder  detachment  were  sent  to  advise  and  aid  the  Navy  riggers  in  the 
above  mentioned  rigging  technique. 
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(2)  Net  Dumping- Technique : 
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(a)  OBSERVATION:  Due  to  the  shortage  of  nets  In  the  IV  Corps 
area,  It  has  been  necessary  for  this  battalion  to  backhaul  nets  after  each 
sortie.  This  results  In  excessive  ground  delays  between  sorties. 


(b)  EVALUATION:  In  order  to  reduce  ground  delay  this  battalion 
has  Instituted  a  policy  of  dumping  ammo  loads.  A  net  Is  rigged  with  a 
double  nylon  donut,  with  each  donut  being  attached  to  two  of  the  four  corners 
of  the  net  by  two  nylon  aerial  delivery  cargo  slings.  Both  donuts  are  attach¬ 
ed  to  the  hook  by  ground  personnel  as  the  aircraft  picks  up.  In  the  drop  zone 
the  load  is  placed  on  the  ground,  the  hook  is  opened  and  one  of  the  donuts 
released.  The  other  donut  is  held  on  the  hook  by  a  shepherds  hook.  The 
hook  is  then  closed  and  the  net  is  lifted  by  the  aircraft  dumping  the  load. 

In  this  manner  nets  can  be  backhauled  with  a  minimum  of  delay  and  unloading 
by  ground  personnel. 


(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  Copies  of  this  report  be  distributed 
to  other  CH-47  units  in  the  Republic  of  Vietnam  and  command  emphasis  be 
placed  on  the  use  of  this  method  to  reduce  non-productive  time. 

(d)  COMMAND  ACTION:  The  teaching  of  this  technique  is  part 
of  the  program  for  new  pilots  and  is  used  throughout  the  IV  Corps  area. 
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AV8AGS  (15  Feb  70)  lat  Ind 

SURJECT:  Cpovattor.nl  Report  -  Loacons  Lournod,  307th  Aviation  Battalion 
(Combat)  for  Period  Ending  31  January  1970,  uCD  CGF0K-65 

DA,  H(*,  l64TJi  AVI.JIOIJ  GROUP  ( COMBAT) ,  APO  96215,  5  liardi  1970 

TO  i  Department  of  the  Army,  ATTN:  ACSFOR 

Commanding  General,  lot  Aviation  Urigndo,  ATTlIi  AVDAGC-O,  .IPO  96384 

1.  (U)  The  attached  307th  CAB  OiiLL  for  tho  period  ending  31  January  1970 
has  been  reviewed  by  tills  headquarters. 

2,  (U)  The  following  corrections  are  made  to  the  report! 

...  a.  (C)  Para  1,  g,  pago  4i  "(C)  Aircraft  statue  proaentod  1  November 
19697  to  31  January  1970"  should  read  "(C)  Aircraft  status  as  of  31  January 
1970".  Additionally,  the  chart  depicting  aircraft  authorization  and  O/H  is 
changed  a3  follows: 

(1)  271st  Avn  Co  CK-47  aircraft  on  hand  as  of  31  Jan  should  be  17  rather 
than  16  as  shown.  Consequently,  the  total  Cli-47  aircraft  on  hand  would  be 

33  rather  than  32  as  shown. 

(2)  244th  Avn  Co  OV-1  aircraft  on  hand  as  of  31  Jar.  should  be  16  rathei 
than  15  a3  shown.  Consequently,  the  total  OV-1  aircraft  on  hand  would  be 
16  rather  than  15  as  shown. 


b.  (C)  Para  1,  i,  (4),  page  6:  Night  Then tom  South.  The  first  sen¬ 
tence  should  read:  "Due  to  the  success  of  the  Night  Phantom  III  in  the  Tram 
.Forest  (VS  6542),  a  similar  eporation,  Night  phantom  South,  was  initiated  in 
the  U  lilnh  (VH  9538)  and  Nan  Can  Forest  (Wl*‘  1080)  areas  of  the  Delta." 


c.  (C)  Para  1,  i,  (6),  page  8:  INFANT.  The  INFANT  team  waa  a  Hew 
Equipment  Test  Team  (NETT)  in  country  under  the  auspices  of  the  Army  Concept 
Team  in  Vietnam  (ACTIV)  and  assigned  to  tho  1st  Cavalry  Division  (Airmobile). 
The  team  was  placed  OPCON  to  the  Delta  Military  Assistance  Command  and  fur¬ 
ther  placed  OPCON  to  the  1 64th  Aviation  Group  (Combat)  for  testing  the  INFANT 
equipment  in  the  Delta  environment.  The  164th  Aviation  Group  (Combat)  assigned 
the  mission  of  testing  this  equipment  to  the  307th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion. 

d.  (C)  Para  1,  i,  (7),  page  9s  Safety  Statistics  1  November  1969  to 
31  January  1970.  The  chart  should  have  indicated  3  precautionary  landings 
for  the  147th  Avn  Co,  rather  than  the  2  shown.  The  total  precautionary 
landings  for  the  battalion  would  therefore  be  9  rather  than  the  8  shown. 

3.  (U)  This  headquarters  concurs  with  the  two  lessons  learned  as  stated. 


Commanding 
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DOWNGRADED  AT  3  YEAR  INTERVALS; 
DECLASSIFIED  AFTER  12  YEARS. 
DOD  DIR  S200.10 


AVBAGC-0  (15  Feb  70)  2xA  2nd 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  307th  Aviation  Battalion 
(Combat)  for  Period  Ending  31  January  1970,  BUS  CSFOK-65  (K2) 
(U) 

j 

DA,  HQ,  1ST  AVIATION  BRIGADE,  APO  96384  1  9  1*170 

THRU:  Commanding  General,  United  States  Arny  Vietnam,  ATTN:  AVhGC-DST, 
APO  96375 

Comnander-In-Chief,  United  States  Army  Pacific,  ATTN:  uPCf'-LT, 

APO  96558 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 

Army,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 

1.  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  subject  report  and  concurs  with  the 
contents  as  indorsed* 

2*  The  following  additional  comments  are  considered  pertinent: 

a*  Paragraph  2c(l)(c),  page  11.  addresses  the  problem  of  rigging  a 
Navy  Light  Seal  Support  Craft  (LSSC)  for  CH-47  sling  load.  This  head¬ 
quarters  concurs  with  the  recommendation  and  is  notifying  subordinate 
units  of  this  solution. 

b.  Paragraph  2c(2),  page  12,  discusses  the  necessity  to  back  haul 

sling  load  nets  alter  each  sortie  due  to  a  shortage  of  slings.  This 
headquarters  concurs  with  the  recommendation  and  has  recently  provided 
USARV  with  input  for  a  revised  regulation  on  the  basis  of  issue  for  air 
items  (slings  and  associated  hardware).  ' 

c.  Paragraph  li(8),  page  9,  the  total  hours  figure  is  in  error. 

The  147th  Aviation  company  flew  a  total  of  3,931  hours  during  the  period. 

FOR  THE  CCMMANDEk: 


l 

ARTHUR V 

CPT  AGC 
Assl  AG. 


*PB!S*w 


i 


AVHGC-DiiT  ( 15  Feb  JO)  3d  Ind 

JUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  307th  Aviation  Lattnli^n 

(Combat)  for  Period  Ending  3!  January  i3?0,  hC~,  CJFCA-^5-  , 

headquarters ,  United  states  Amy,  Vietnam.,  .vfu  Jan  /ran-  luco  "/ y,’„  ,< 

TO*  Commander  in  Chief,  United  Jtates  Amy,  Pacific,  A'fTMs  CroP-Jh', 

aPC  96553 

1,  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Les^onc  -nc-l 
for  the  quarterly  period  ending  31  January  1970  from  headquarters,  33? 1 1 
Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  and  concurs  with  the  comment:;  of  Indorsing 
headquarters. 

2.  reference  item  concerning  "Net  Dumping  Technique",  page  12,  paragraph 
2c(2),  and  paragraph  2b,  2d  Indorsement!  concur.  The  procedure  descri’od 

in  the  evaluation  Is  one  technique  of  rapid  delivery,  and  it  is  particularly 
applicable  when  there  is  no  material  handling  equipment  at  the  delivery 
site.  Extreme  care  must  be  exercised  with  this  technique  to  prevent 
damage  to  both  cargo  and  the  delivery  aircraft. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER 1 


Cy  fumi 
1st  Avn  Bde 
307th. Ayn  Bn 


/s 


CPOP-DT  (15  Feb  70)  4th  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  307th  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat; 

for  Period  Ending  31  January  1970,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2)  (U) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  Sun  Francisco  96558  7  APR  'n,'> 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  <>f  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  concurs  in  subject  report  as  indorsed, 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


C.  1.  SHORTT 
CFT,  AOC 
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